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BIRDSVILLE local 
Jenna Brook will be 
walking 435 kilometres 
across the Simpson 
Desert in June to raise 
money for the Royal 
Flying Doctor Service. 

She has already raised 
over $13,000.

She will begin the 
walk on June 25 at 
Dalhousie Springs, a 
well-known campsite 
and natural hot springs 
on the Western edge 
of the desert. She will 
then follow the French 
Line and QAA line east, 
reaching Birdsville 
around July 10. 

Two four-wheel-drive 
support vehicles will 
be carrying most of her 
food, water and camping 
supplies. 

The Simpson Desert 
contains the world’s 
longest parallel sand 
dunes, some of which are 
40m high. To complete 
the walk Ms Brook will 
have to climb over 1,200 
dunes. 

She began training for 
the walk last September 
by repeatedly walking 
up and down one of the 
sand dunes closest to 
Birdsville with her dog, 
Chevy, even in constant 
45-degree heat. 

It was sometimes 
hard to stay motivated. 
“The hardest part about 
sustaining my training 

program in the heat was 
knowing that I still have 
the hard yards ahead of 
me when it comes to the 
actual walk,” Ms Brook 
said.

Though not the first to 
walk across the Simpson 
Desert, she will be the 
first Birdsville resident 
to undertake the trek.

“I’m really looking 
forward to the sense of 
accomplishment once 
it’s over,” she said.

The idea for the walk 
came about when Ms 

Brook was asked what 
her dream job would 
be. An avid hiker who 
has climbed Tanzania’s 
renowned Mount 
Kilimanjaro, she said 
she would like to walk 
through the world’s 
best natural wilderness 
areas.

Although living in 
Birdsville all her life 
(except for time away 
at boarding school and 
university) Ms Brook 
has never ventured deep 
into the desert. 

“My grandma grew 
up living in the Simpson 
Desert and many locals 
have strong connections 
to it,” Ms Brook said. 

“I hope that the 
walk will in some way 
bring the Birdsville 
community together.”

Although training was 
physically tough, the 
trek itself would be more 
of a mental challenge, 
she said. 

“The mental games 
that you play on a 
mountain trek are far 
more dangerous than 
the physical pain you put 
yourself through,” she 
said of her Kilimanjaro 
experience, and she is 
hoping that would help 
her on the desert walk.

Knowing she will be in 
for sore legs, blistered 
feet and weariness, Ms 
Brook said she wasn’t 
nervous. 

“I’m still waiting for 
the nerves to kick in,” 
she said. 

“Really, it’s just a walk 
over a thousand odd hills 
and with a bit of sand 
thrown in.”

More information 
about the training and 
the trek or to donate to 
her fundraising for the 
RFDS, is available on 
her website at: www.
thelongwalkhome.com.
au.

By Kelly Theobold

Jenna Brook and Chevy in training to walk the 
Simpson Desert.*

Birdsville local prepares to 
walk the Simpson Desert

Longreach Rotary Club president Eva Janho 
with Jessica McDonald who was chosen to  
attend the Rotary Adventures in Citizenship 
program in Canberra.*

A LONGREACH State 
High School student 
has plenty of tales to 
tell of her recent trip 
to Canberra, and the 
Longreach Rotary Club 
plan to hear all about it 
in the near future.

The club chose Year 
11 student Jessica 
McDonald to attend the 
Rotary Adventures in 
Citizenship program in 
the national capital from 
May 5-12.

The program is 
run by Rotary Clubs 
in Canberra for 40-50 
students from around 
Australia.

Ms McDonald 
was encouraged to 
nominate for the 
program by the school’s 
Year 11 co-ordinator 
Michael Serginson and 
supported by Longreach 
Rotary.

As well as the chance 
to meet like-minded 
Year 11 students from 
around Australia, the 
students attended part 
of the budget session 
in Federal Parliament, 
participated in mock 
parliamentary debates, 
and visited the 
Australian Institute of 
Sport, the Australian 
Observatory and other 
significant institutions 
in Canberra.

Local club members 
are keen to hear of her 
adventures when Ms 
McDonald speaks at a 
club meeting in the near 
future.

Rotary trip an adventure in citizenship
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John and Di Mill 
would like to thank everyone 

that supported the 

Mothers Day 
Ilfracombe P&C Fundraiser 

on Sunday 13th May at the 
Ilfracombe Garden Nursery.

It was great to see everyone having 
such a relaxing morning enjoying the 

company of family and friends.

Congratulations to the Ilfracombe 
P & C, State School & helpers for a job 

very well done

Thank you also to all the sponsors
who helped make the day such a big 

success.

We enjoyed having you all there!

 Note: Ilfracombe Garden Nursery will be 
closed on Saturday the 19th May for the 

Longreach Show

Phone: 0407207187
 Ilfracombe Garden Nursery open Sat & Sun and 

Public Holidays 8.30am - 5.30pm
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